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March  2009 

. 
We must apologise to everyone for the delay in the issue of this news letter! Thankfully we can include two 
pieces of news from recent visitors to the Rescue Centre. Firstly, a good friend of Naomi called Kelly went 
out in February with her friend Zoe and writes about her experience there and how she was active in setting 
up a nursery environment for the children. Subsequently, Clare Jenkins accompanied myself (Sally Allen) 
for a Trustees trip for ten days and writes about her time there also. Finally,  Naomi shares with you about 
her marriage to Bill. A very special event that occurred on  21st February. 
 
Thank you all for your continued interest and support. 
 
Sally 

After 2 and a half years, I finally managed to get myself out to Kenya to 
visit Naomi and the Baby Rescue Centre and I can guarantee it wont be that 
long before I visit again. 
Since Naomi left Peterborough, I have been trying to raise awareness and 
get as many people on board as possible to help but now that I have been, I 
have so much more motivation and feel so passionate about raising money, 
awareness and aid. The babies are truly amazing and I miss each and every 
one of them. 
I took with me a friend called Zoë, who used to work in a nursery. I knew 
that she would have lots of ideas for the house that would benefit the babies 
and stimulate them. Together, we decided to make one of the rooms into a 
nursery and fill it with lots of colourful pictures that the babies could get in-
volved in. We went into Kitale to a stationary shop and bought lots of sup-
plies, paints, paper etc. We got all of the babies, including the 5 month old 
twins to do their hand and foot prints, it was so much fun. We then made a 
giant rainbow with their hand prints and with lots of other displays including 
an alphabet going right around the room, big numbers and a big aquarium, 
the room became much more colourful and there was lots to look at. 
Visiting Kenya has certainly opened my eyes. I now know just how little 
these guys have and how much we can do for them. The staff at the house 
are all fantastic and I am so proud of Naomi and what she is doing. I can’t 
wait to go back and continue with the nursery and see the babies, Naomi and 
everyone else there again. 
 
                                                       Kelly 

Brian 

Mercy 
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Naomi and Bill’s Wedding 
 
I wanted to let you all know it was a lovely wedding and we are very happy with 
how the day went. We managed to get married here in the compound at the baby 
house. We hired a couple of tents, prepared are own food here and although it was 
hectic and very last minute it was just what Bill and I wanted. I was so grateful to 
have my father (Da), Sally and Clare here that week and I know we wouldn’t have 
managed to even have half of what an amazing day it turned out to be if they were-
n’t there. We mixed both cultures into our wedding but I think the African one 
came out stronger and I loved it. Although it is usual in England to keep the groom 
waiting it went opposite here when Bill delayed a couple of hours to arrive (no 
hurry in Africa!) but I didn’t mind, a girl always likes more time to get ready!     
Despite that he made me wait, the girls (staff) here didn’t give me away easily    

either and did lots of chanting, singing and dancing 
around the car because here tradition is that Bill should 
give something out of his pocket before they give me to 
him. Eventually I was able to face my groom and marry 
him in front of family and friends. It was a beautiful day 
full of laughter, singing, dancing and much culture which      
surprised me at times. Myself and Bill can’t believe we 
were so blessed to have something we didn’t  think we 
would be able to have and not only that were able to go 
to Mombasa for a week for honeymoon. We just arrived 
back Friday and we had a lovely time. We won’t ever 
forget these last couple of  weeks and everybody that 
came together for us. We thank you all very much! 
 
Love Naomi 

 
 

Ryan Saltern’s Skydive 
 

On Saturday 14th March 2009, Ryan accom-
plished his mission to parachute from an 
aeroplane at Perranporth Aerodrome to help 
raise money for the Mercy Rescue Trust. He 
jumped from 13,000 feet. It was the most 
wonderful and sunny morning and it all went 
extremely well.  In fact he  
enjoyed it so much that he wants to do it 
again sometime! 
 
We don’t yet have a final count for the 
money raised in sponsorship but it is likely to be in the region of £300. 
 
‘Thank you Ryan!’  
  
                                                     ‘Does anyone else want to have a go?’ 
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Hi, I am Clare Jenkins, a friend of Sally Allen and now a   trustee of 
Mercy Rescue Trust. For the last year and a half, Sally has talked about 
Huruma House and the events unfolding there. Initially my ear was 
only half tuned in but Sally’s enthusiasm and dedication made me take 
a deeper interest. Like sleep walking, I started making cakes to help 
raise money, then holding a craft party, going to the charity jazz con-
certs and before I knew it had completely sleep walked into Sally’s sur-
real world of fund raising. I would suggest only someone on serious 
medication could do what Sally does on top of a full time job. Now 
that I have been to Huruma House with Sally, I can see exactly what 
motivates her (although   serious medication would still be helpful). 
We arrived in the wake of Kelly and Zoe, who had obviously from all 
the newly created artwork on the walls had some fun with the children. 
The children are energetic, demonstrative, mischievous, hilarious, well behaved, a little bit naughty but to-
tally edible as are all young children.  
The staff  are running a supportive, efficient, clean and loving home- and that’s what it feels like-a home 
and not an institution. 
Sally and I came bulging like two Santas with goodies (mainly clothes and toys from the UK). It was a joy 
to see the children digging into the toys. Bill the eldest in particular enjoyed snuggling up for stories before 
bed. Books were a definite hit. 
Within a day of asking, Michael (the grounds caretaker) and Richard had dug a sandpit for the children. 
The sand was not unfortunately that expensive variety pre-washed from the Early Learning Centre. They 
were all filthy in no time at all and I slunk away quietly when it was wash time for the little people and 
their clothes- sorry guys but they did enjoy it! 
Sally and I could have spent the whole time playing with the children but there was a lot of administration 
to sort out for the inspection by the Kenyan authorities. The inspection went well and Sally produced docu-
ment after document like a magician pulling rabbits out of the hat and we will soon be fully registered. This 
will make the fostering and adopting within Kenya possible. 
During our stay we were delighted that Nancy, a close neighbour in Kitale who is a qualified paediatric 
nurse from America, volunteered to oversee the children’s medical records and assess them all regularly. 
With the history of malaria and typhoid amongst the children previously and ongoing medical issues with 
one or two of the children we felt this was a tremendous coup! 

Finally our adventure ended with a wedding-an Anglo Kenyan extravaganza. 
Naomi and Bill tied the knot! All the ingredients were there for a fantastic film 
script including the surprise appearance of David, Naomi’s Dad. I could men-
tion the crazy frog ring tone bridal fanfare, Sam the taxi driver and myself and 
our last minute activities, what happened to the cake just before it appeared ..
….but I won’t. Anyone who would not like to see everything in a film script 
may have to make a large donation to Mercy Rescue Trust! Those that do can 
also make a large donation! The whole day was a wonderful multicultural and 
communal success. 
In a time when war, corruption and HIV always get headlines in news of Af-
rica, it is so good to see first hand how a small charity can have such a large 
ripple effect. The benefits are obvious for the children but also for the staff who 
support them so lovingly. There is such a huge need in Africa and it is easy to 
be overwhelmed but this is a success story I hope we continue to celebrate for 
years to come. 

Clare and Eva 
                                                                                          Clare 
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Baby Noah 

 
On Friday 13th March a 2 week old baby boy called Noah was brought to the Baby Rescue Centre. He 
had been found abandoned in a local wooded area , also known locally as the ‘the forest’. He is a        
weedy 2.3 kilos! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                
 
        Baby Noah Forester, named after the location he was found in.. 

 

Challenge 200 
 

This is a good opportunity to announce the start of a campaign to raise awareness of the 
cause and  more support. We are calling it ‘Challenge 200.’ We would like to invite 200 
more people to commit £5 a month in sponsorship. We are in very much need of monthly  
sponsorship and our aim is to raise a further £1000 in this way. Ideally we would like a 
more stable income so that we will have enough funds to support the Rescue Centre every 
month. Any additional funds raised would serve as an emergency source or buffer for   
additional needs. 
 
We hope that people may find £5 a month a manageable commitment to make and very 
much hope that if you are interested or know anyone else who may want to help,  to 
please get in touch with us soon so that we can action this as soon as possible. 
 
There will be a surprise for our 200th sponsor! 
 
 

Let us see how soon we can achieve this goal! 

Mercy Rescue Trust 
 77, Quarry Road, 

Witney, Oxfordshire, OX8 1JT 
Phone:01993 200343 

E-mail: info@mercyrescue.org 
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